TITLE OF THE PANEL: Triple Helix model of innovation for addressing societal crises: building innovation
ecosystem resilience - the regional approach
PROPONENT: High Level Forum

CHAIR: Jean-Charles Guibert (Director Minatec, CEA)
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE: The panel session will begin with a short presentation of the GIANT ecosystem in
Grenoble as an example of boosting regional development. This will be followed by a group of international
panelists who will debate both the impact on innovation ecosystems and their triple helix constituents from
the Covid-19 and regional ecosystem responses to the crisis. Questions addressed during the panel session
include how to maintain the momentum for innovation during a crisis; creating regional new collaborations
and alliances to promote innovation in a post-crisis world; and the role of innovation ecosystems in
developing specific solutions to Covid-19 as well as promoting their sustainability.
PANELISTS:
Stephen Su, Vice President and General Director, ITRI (Hsinchu, Taiwan)
Sylvie Blanco, Executive Director for Innovation, Grenoble Ecole de Management (Grenoble, France)
Harri Kulmala, CEO, DIMECC (Tampere, Finland)
Janekrishna Kanatharana, Executive Vice President, NSTDA (Bangkok, Thailand)

Participant : Jean-Charles Guibert
Affiliation : CEA (Grenoble, France)
Position : Senior advisor to the CEO
for innovation, Chairman of MINATEC

Participant : Stephen Su
Affiliation : ITRI (Hsinchu, Taiwan)
Position : Vice President and General
Director, Industry, Science and
Technology International Strategy
Center

Participant : Prof. Sylvie Blanco
Affiliation : Grenoble Ecole de
Management (Grenoble, France)
Position : , Executive Director for
Innovation

During his career at CEA (the largest French
RTO, 15.000 staff, 4.3B€), Jean-Charles has
been actively involved in microelectronics in
the Leti institute and was later Director of the
Technology Transfer activities for 12 years.
He is now senior advisor to the CEO. In
addition, Jean-Charles Guibert is Chairman of
MINATEC, one of the largest innovation
campus worldwide. Jean-Charles Guibert is an expert for multiple
authorities in charge of innovation and is Doctor Honoris Causa of
INRS - Université of Quebec / Canada.
Stephen Su is currently General Director in
the Office of AI Application Strategy and
Vice President and General Director of the
Industry,
Science
and
Technology
International Strategy Center at ITRI. Prior
to these roles, he was General Director of
the Industrial Economics and Knowledge
Center at ITRI. Before joining ITRI, Stephen
Su held a variety of senior management
positions including as a Principal at Roland
Berger Strategy Consultants in Shanghai and as Senior Director,
Consumer Electronics for Primax Electronics Ltd., Taipei. He has
computer science and electrical engineering degrees from both UC
Berkeley and the California Institute of Technology and an MBA
from the Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University.
A senior full-tenured professor and
Executive Director for Innovation at
Grenoble Business School (Grenoble
École de Management, acronym GEM),
Member of the School’s Executive
Board, a Board Member of GIANT
(Grenoble Innovation Campus) and
professor since 2001, Dr. Sylvie Blanco
specializes
in
technology
and
innovation management (TIM) with an
emphasis on foresight and strategicissue management in the context of technology-based disruptions.
She is also Director of TIM training programs at the Research and
Technology Institute “IRT Nanoelec” with the scope of nurturing
and developing a competitive human capital at the ecosystem
level. She is the founder of GEMLabs, a collaborative campus for
experimentation and collaborative innovation.

Participant : Harri Kulmala
Affiliation : DIMECC Ltd. (Tampere,
Finland)
Position : CEO

Participant : Janekrishna
Kanatharana
Affiliation : National Science and
Technology Development Agency
(Thailand)
Position : Executive Director, Eastern
Economic Corridor of Innovation
(EECi), National Science and
Technology Development Agency,
Thailand

Participant : Robert Thomas
Affiliation : CEA (Grenoble, France)
Position : Technology transfer officer,
Deputy Chair of the High Level Forum
– GIANT

Dr. Harri Kulmala works as the CEO of
DIMECC Ltd. since 2008. DIMECC is the
innovation
platform
of
Finnish
technology industry companies and
research institutes. It is the first highvolume PPP-model executor in the
European R&I landscape. In 2017, Dr.
Kulmala was invited to the Lamy Group of
European Commission to maximise the
impact of the EU’s next framework
program, Horizon Europe 2021-2028.”
Before he worked as a research professor at VTT and senior
researcher at Tampere University of Technology, and he has
published more than 100 publications on industrial economics,
leadership and management. Before the academic career, he
worked for Metso corporation (Nordberg-Lokomo Oy) in after
sales.
Dr. Kanatharana joined the
National Science and Technology
Development Agency (NSTDA) as
the director of the Thailand Science
Park and vice president of the
NSTDA. He is currently its executive
vice president. He also been
secretary of the Thai Business
Incubators & Science Parks
Association (Thai BISPA) and in
2010 was appointed Asia-Pacific Division President of the
International Association of Science Parks (IASP) with over 400
members in 70 countries worldwide. Before joining the NSTDA, Dr.
Kanatharana worked as director of operations for Wonderworld
Products Co., Ltd., a manufacturer and exporter of innovative
wooden toys made from replenishable rubberwood. Dr.
Janekrishna Kanatharana graduated from Chulalongkorn
University with a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering and
received his master’s degree and Ph. D. in Civil Engineering from
Lehigh University, Pennsylvania, USA.
Robert
Thomas
works
in
the
commercialization division of CEA where
he assists CEA’s Institute and Lab directors
in technology and strategic planning and
the commercialization of CEA research.
Prior to joining CEA, Robert worked for SRI
International (the former Stanford
Research Institute) working primarily with
large, multinational companies on
strategic marketing and technology
planning assignments. He began his career in manufacturing
process control working in the fiber optics business of the General
Electric Company. Robert holds a Bachelor’s degree in physics from
the University of Oxford and a Master’s degree and PhD from
Imperial College, London.

TITLE OF THE PANEL:
Student entrepreneurship: how students and graduates’ career trajectories enable knowledge spill-overs from
university to industry.
PROPONENT:
Tommaso Minola – Department of Management, Information and Production Engineering and Center for
Young and Family Enterprise, University of Bergamo
CHAIR:
Tommaso Minola – Department of Management, Information and Production Engineering and Center for
Young and Family Enterprise, University of Bergamo
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE:
The track discusses the mechanisms through which student entrepreneurship, defined as entrepreneurial
endeavors undertaken by university students and graduates, allows university to have impacts on society.
After introducing the concept of student entrepreneurship and contextualizing it in the broader fields of
university-based entrepreneurship, entrepreneurial university and Triple Helix phenomena, two academic
panelists will present empirical evidence on the relevance of the phenomenon, exploiting the data collected
in national and international research projects. In addition, they will summarize the most recent
developments in the vibrant research stream of student entrepreneurship and discuss some of the most
intriguing and urgent research questions that remain to be answered. Then, two practitioners (an
entrepreneur and a corporate manager) will share reflections on their career trajectories, explaining why their
university background helped them to become more entrepreneurial and how they exploited it (in terms of
capabilities and predisposition) in their jobs. They will also explain why corporations more and more search
graduates equipped with an entrepreneurial mindset. In doing so, they will offer evidence illustrating on how
corporations are offering to the next generation of workers the opportunity to internalize an entrepreneurial
way of thinking and acting.
PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION)
 Davide Hahn – University of Bergamo
 Karl Wennberg – Linköping University
 Francesca Porzio – PwC Italy
 Gabriele Venturini – Impianti Toscana Inox

SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS

Tommaso Minola is Director of the Center for Young and Family Enterprise and Associate
Professor at the Department of Management, Information and Production Engineering, University of
Bergamo. He has been Visiting Researcher at the CTM - University of Cambridge (UK), CFB - University of St.
Gallen (Switzerland), and CEFEO - Jönköping International Business School (Sweden). His research focuses on
the embeddedness of entrepreneurship in social contexts, in particular the family and the university. His
research has appeared, amongst other in Journal of Management Studies, Research Policy, Entrepreneurship
Theory & Practice, Strategic Entrepreneurship Journal, Small Business Economics, Journal of Small Business
Management, Entrepreneurship and Regional Development, and Journal of Technology Transfer among
others.

Davide Hahn is a postdoctoral research fellow at the Department of Management, Information and
Production Engineering and at the research Center for Young and Family Enterprise of the University of
Bergamo. He obtained the doctoral degree in the PhD Program on Economics and Management of
Technology offered jointly by the University of Pavia and the University of Bergamo. His research focuses on
entrepreneurship in the context of university. His research has appeared in Journal of Management Studies,
Small Business Economics, Entrepreneurship and Regional Development, Journal of Technology Transfer,
International Entrepreneurship and Management Journal.

Karl Wennberg is Professor and University Chair of organization and entrepreneurship at Linköping
University in Sweden, where he co-founded the interdisciplinary Institute for Analytical Sociology
(www.liu.se/ias). He previously held academic posts at the Stockholm School of Economics and Imperial
College London Business School, and has been a visiting researcher at Stanford University, Universidad Pablo
Olavide, and Griffiths University. He does interdisciplinary research at the intersection of Entrepreneurship,
Organizational Sociology and Regional Science. His research also deals broadly with entrepreneurship and
industry dynamics (entry, exit and growth), macro outcomes from entrepreneurship, and as of late, work
group diversity and organizational outcomes. Karl is on the Editorial Boards of Academy of Management
Journal, Journal of Business Venturing and Journal of Business Venturing Insights. He is also senior editor of
Entrepreneurship Theory & Practice.

Francesca Porzio has worked at PwC Italy since 1998, covering a variety of roles, from Management
Consulting Services to Controlling, which has allowed her to gain a full insight into and a deep understanding
of the organisation. Responsible for re-organizations, acquisitions and system implementations with focus on
innovation and digitalization developments. Among other tasks, she is currently in charge of Special Projects,
such as innovation, digital transformation and up-skilling, thus facilitating the cultural change within PwC.
She is part of the leadership team of New Ventures, the business unit of PwC that focuses on innovation
management and asset development and she is in the PwC Advisory Technology Board. Project Manager in
education and learning programs. Coach and Mentor. In charge of relationships within PwC’s Academy and
Singularity University. SingularityU Legnano Chapter Ambassador.

Gabriele Venturini has grown up in a family business of winemakers, in which he developed his interests
towards an entrepreneurial career. He obtained his master degree in informatics engineering at the
University and Florence in 2018. After obtaining the bachelor degree, in 2015 he founded his business
Impianti Toscana Inox which produces machinery for the beer sector. His goal was to exploit the IT skills
acquired at university to the beer sector and introduce technological innovation in a traditional industry. He
currently works as CEO in his business.

TITLE OF THE PANEL: Research ecosystems for shared value
PROPONENT: Fondazione Giacomo Brodolini

Fondazione Giacomo Brodolini is a think-and-do tank active since 1971 with the mission to create social
impact through research , evidence-based policy design, projects, cultural production, and dissemination. FGB
plans and executes activities with a direct impact on places, people and organizations that are part
of a growing national and international community which FGB fosters.
FGB’s work is deeply rooted in the values of social inclusion, local cohesion, sustainability and digital innovation
for economic growth, equal opportunities and access to the job market through skill development, gender
equality and cultural diversity advocacy, civic participation for local development.
CHAIR: Fabio Sgaragli, Head of Innovation (Fondazione Giacomo Brodolini)
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE:
We’re currently facing three multidimensional crises: the emergency the COVID-19 pandemic; a longer-term
low growth and productivity originating from previous financial crash; and the global climate crisis that requires
to quicken a sustainable green transition.
These challenges are accelerating change in how research actions are structured and managed by public
(universities, techno poles, etc.) and private actors (research centers, think tanks, innovation hubs, etc.).
Internationally, there has been a return of industrial strategy and innovation policy, and a comprehensive focus
on how economic growth can be delivered through innovation (Mazzucato, Dibb). In this context, investment
in mission-oriented research represents a key action to foster long-term growth: the generation and equal
sharing of knowledge plays a decisive role in the organisation of production, distribution, and consumption.
Alongside these evolutions, communities and civic actors increasingly ask to take part in the process triggered
by new collaborations in the field of research, advocating for adequate expression and representation of the
findings of place-based experimental activities.
The panel will focus on the following questions:
How can we promote collective research actions able to foster and amplify communities’ efforts in
building inclusive and sustainable economies?
Can we imagine a future of research in which diverse decentralized autonomous organisations
generate place and community-based knowledge?
How can we improve collaborations between public and private research actors, enhancing the mutual
learning potential?

PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION):
Academia: Antonio Carcaterra, Full Professor, Dept. Mechanical and Aerospace engineering
President of Sapienza Innovazione
Government: Lucia Scopelliti, Head of Unit, Economic development, Municipality of Milan Expert at UIA
(Urban Innovative Actions)
Industry: Giulia De Martini, Head of Research, TheFabLab
SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS:

Antonio Carcaterra is full professor of Applied Mechanics at the Department of
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering of the Faculty of Engineering of La Sapienza in Rome, where he teaches
the courses of Mechatronics, Vibrations and Vehicle Systems Dynamics. Former adjunct professor at the
Department of Mechanical Engineering of Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh (USA), he has been invited
lecturer in many European universities. He is director of the doctorate in Theoretical and Applied Mechanics,
president of the Course in Mechanical Engineering, Senior Fellow of the Higher School of Advanced Studies of
Sapienza and president of the Sapienza Innovazione, the university consortium that manages the connection
between university research and industrial innovation. Author of about 200 scientific publications in scientific
journals and presented in many international conferences, in areas including system and structure dynamics,
mechatronics and vibrations, he is also inventor of many industrial patents, and responsible for many industrial
research projects.

Lucia Scopelliti has been working for the Municipality of Milan since 2009 in
the areas of social innovation, smart city, sharing economy and other initiatives in place to support innovative
start-ups and business creation.
She is currently in charge of the Economic Planning Unit, previously she was in charge of the Smart City office,
at the Department of Urban Economics and Labor, of the Municipality of Milan.
She is also Expert for the UIA (urban innovative action) funded project “Aveiro Steam City” https://www.uiainitiative.eu/en/uia-cities/aveiro
Graduated in Economics, in 2013 she obtained an Executive Master in Management and Innovation of the
Public Administration. She attended specialization courses on Smart Cities (Polytechnic of Turin) and on Impact
assessment of public policies (SDA Bocconi University).
Previously, she held an Internship at the OECD, Employment, Labor and Social Affairs Directorate, in Paris and
was a consultant to FAO, in Rome. She is the author of publications in international scientific and management
journals.

Giulia de Martini is Head of Research at TheFabLab, a digital manufacturing
laboratory, where she fosters innovation and studies its impact on society. Graduated in Physics and
Biostatistics with a Master Degree in Science Communication, she spreads awareness about the technological
and human competences involved in the fourth industrial revolution, focusing on the connections between
different fields of knowledge.

TITLE OF THE PANEL:
Testing new technologies and creating consensus in Living Laboratories: experiences in European car industry
PROPONENT:
Gianluca Marchi (University of Modena and Reggio Emilia)
CHAIR:
Gianluca Marchi (University of Modena and Reggio Emilia)
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE:
The purpose of the panel is to analyse and discuss about some current European experiences in the field of
living laboratories and triple helix interactions experiences in the automotive sector (Modena Automotive
Smart Area, Torino City Lab, etc.). For the purpose of this panel, we define “living laboratory” as an innovative
research approach aimed at developing and experimenting with new technologies and strategies to cope with
complex social problems (Nesti, 2018) and in which different institutional spheres (Universities, Companies,
Municipalities, Regional agencies) collaborate. So far, the focus on living labs has mainly regarded the ICT
sector or urban regeneration (Følstad, 2008; Nesti, 2018). Recently, living labs have been established in car
industry, to test new technologies in real-life conditions, with the aim to identify the limits and opportunities
in the application of some new car-related technologies, such as technologies for autonomous driving and for
vehicle-to-vehicle and vehicle-to-everywhere connectivity. In addition to their functions of space for specialized
knowledge integration and of space for the study of innovative applications (use cases), living labs in the
automotive sector have also concretely offered a space to create a cross-institutional consensus (Ranga and
Etzkowitz, 2013) about the maturity of technological solutions, the regulatory framework to govern the future
out-of-the-lab use of technologies, and the would-be socio-economic implications of the technologies in use.
Drawing on panellists’ experiences, the session aims to offer insights on:
i) Origin and peculiarities of Triple Helix modes of interactions and living labs targeted to new technologies for
car industry;
ii) Living labs as a consensus space, focussing on collaborative processes needed to allow interactions and
continuous exchanges between the institutional spheres aimed to the creation of a new ecosystem;
iii) Models and practices to favour the establishment of stronger interactions between living labs and end users,
thus enhancing the co-creation processes and shaping future acceptance behaviours.
References
Følstad, A. (2008). Living labs for innovation and development of information and communication technology:
a literature review. The Electronic Journal for Virtual Organizations and Networks, 100-131.
Nesti, G. (2018). Co-production for innovation: the urban living lab experience. Policy and Society, 310–325.
Ranga, M., & Etzkowitz, H. (2013). Triple Helix systems: an analytical framework for innovation policy and
practice in the Knowledge society. Industry & Higher Education, 237–262.

PANELISTS
Gianluca Marchi, University of Modena and Reggio Emilia – chair
Marco Fainello, Smart Mobility Agency
Giovanni Belingardi, University of Torino
Marco Pironti, Torino Municipality
Valentina Galasso, PIARC

Gianluca MARCHI (born 2 May 1964) is Full Professor of Business Management
(University of Modena and Reggio Emilia – Department of Economics Marco
Biagi). His research interests are concerned with innovation topics, ranging from
user innovation, industry evolution and leadership changes, to academic spinoffs and University – Industry relationships. He has published four books and
conceptual and empirical papers in various leading academic journals, including
Research Policy, Journal of Business Research, Technovation, European Journal
of Marketing, European Management Review, Business History. He has been
Director of the Department of Economics Marco Biagi. At present, he is ViceRector of the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia and Delegate of the
Rector for Third Mission activities.

Marco FAINELLO (born 12 September 1964) is an Italian engineer,
graduated in Mechanical Engineering at Polytechnic University of Milan.
He has been working since 1990 with high performance cars and
motorsport racing with Alfa Romeo, Dallara Automobili, Ferrari, Porsche,
Lamborghini. With Ferrari he has been Performance and Simulation
Director winning 8 F1 Constructor World Championships and 3 World
GT Championships. In his last years in Ferrari he has been project
manager of Ferrari FXX-K, 458 GTE Le Mans 2014, 488 GTE/GTLM and
488 Challenge. At the end of 2016 he has left Ferrari to become Chief
Technical Officer at Danisi Engineering and has joined Addfor spa as Partner and Executive Director. He is
member of the Advisory Board of Mechanical Engineering at the Politecnico of Milan and for his professional
achievements has been honoured by Italian President with Cavaliere al Merito della Repubblica

Giovanni BELINGARDI was born in Torino in 1951, he got his Master
degree in Mechanical Engineering at the Politecnico di Torino in 1975.
From 1995 he is full Professor in the Mechanical and Aerospace
Engineering Dept of the Politecnico di Torino. He is the coordinator of
CARS - the Center for Automotive Research and Sustainable mobility.
His present research activity is mainly devoted to automotive
engineering, with particular attention to lightweight design of the car
body and to passive safety of vehicle occupants and pedestrians. He is
author of more than 350 papers published in international scientific
journals and in proceedings of national and international conferences.
He has recently been and at present is the scientific coordinator of the
Operative Units of the Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
Department for a number of research projects within the European
Union framework programs, and funded by the National and Regional Governments. Research cooperation
with industrial partners has been effective as well. He is the responsible of International cooperation programs
for Automotive Engineering area of the Politecnico di Torino, with particular attention toward Canada, US,
Germany, Poland and Serbia.

Marco PIRONTI is the Deputy Mayor of Innovation, Smart City and ICT
Systems of the City of Torino. He is carrying out the strategy of innovation
and digitization of the city of Torino. His vision for the city is to turn into a
laboratory for testing frontier innovations open to the world, but especially
an administration vision that is always looking to citizen participation. A
cutting-edge city vision is based on Torino City Lab, an initiative-platform
aimed at creating simplified conditions for companies interested in
conducting testing in real conditions of innovative solutions for urban living.
Promoted by the City of Turin, it involves a vast local partnership of subjects
from public and private sectors interested in supporting and growing the
local innovation ecosystem and frontier innovation. He is a Professor of
Innovation Management and Entrepreneurship at the University of Torino –
Computer Science Department, Director of ICxT Interdepartmental
Innovation Center and member of Scientific Committee of PhD program in
Innovation for Circular Economy. He is an author of more than 90 articles and other publications. His main
research interests are relating to strategy, innovation management and business modeling & planning.

Valentina GALASSO is a Senior Manager at Deloitte Consulting, where she
leads a consulting team within Government & Public Services Industry, with
a special focus on transport.
She has 10 years of experience gained working with major clients in the Italian
Public Sector framework, which include also Transport Authorities and
Agencies. Her experience includes design of digital services, digital
transformation projects to enhance Road Network Operations thanks to big
data and new technologies, business process analysis, reengineering and
change management in the transportation fields, advisory on developing ITS
solutions and designing mobility systems from a user centred point of view.
She holds degree in Industrial Engineering and Systems Engineering from the
Federico II University in Naples-Italy and from the École Normale Supérieure
Paris-Saclay-France.
She is an active member of PIARC since 2012. At present she is the chair of
PIARC TC 2.4 on “Road Network Operations and ITS” for Strategic Cycle 2020-2023.

TITLE OF THE PANEL: Triple Helix model of innovation for addressing societal crises: building innovation
ecosystem resilience - the collaborative international approach
PROPONENT: High Level Forum

CHAIR: Richard Dasher (Director of US-Asia Technology Management Center, Stanford University)
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE: The panel session will begin with a short presentation of the High Level Forum model
as an example of an Innovation Ecosystem network boosting international collaboration. This will be followed
by a group of international panelists who will debate both the impact on innovation ecosystems and their
triple helix constituents from the Covid-19 and ecosystem responses to the crisis, including collaborative
international approaches. Questions addressed during the panel session include how to maintain the
momentum for innovation during a crisis; the creation of new international collaborations and alliances to
promote innovation in a post-crisis world; and the role of innovation ecosystems in developing specific
solutions to Covid-19 as well as promoting their sustainability.
PANELISTS:
Koby Rubinstein, Executive Vice President for Research at Technion (Haifa, Israel)
Benoit Balmana, CEO, IVEO (Montreal, Canada)
Greg Morin, Director, Argonne National Lab (Chicago, United, States)
Patrick Levy, IDEX Coordinator, Office of the President, former President of the University Grenoble Alpes
(Grenoble, France)

Participant : Prof. Richard Dasher
Affiliation : Stanford University
(Stanford, United States)
Position : Director, US-Asia
Technology Management Center

Participant : Prof. Koby Rubinstein
Affiliation : Technion (Haifa, Israel)
Position : Professor of Mathematics
and Executive Vice President for
Research

Richard Dasher has been Director of the USAsia Technology Management Center at
Stanford University since 1994. He served
concurrently as the Executive Director of the
Center for Integrated Systems in Stanford's
School of Engineering from 1998 - 2015. His
research and teaching focus on the flow of
people, knowledge, and capital in
innovation systems, on the impact of new
technologies on industry value chains, and
on open innovation management. Dr.
Dasher serves on the advisory boards for national universities and
research institutions in Japan and Thailand. He is on the selection
and review committees of major government funding programs for
science, technology, and innovation and in Canada and Japan. He is
an advisor to start-up companies, business accelerators, venture
capital firms, and nonprofits in Silicon Valley, China, Japan, and S.
Korea. Dr. Dasher was the first non-Japanese person ever asked to
join the governance of a Japanese national university, serving as a
Board Director and member of the Management Council of Tohoku
University from 2004 - 2010. Dr. Dasher received M.A. and Ph.D.
degrees in Linguistics from Stanford University. From 1986 – 90, he
was Director of the U.S. State Department’s Advanced Language and
Area Training Centers in Japan and Korea that provide full-time
curricula to U.S. and Commonwealth Country diplomats assigned to
those countries.
Prof.
Rubinstein
is
an
applied
mathematician. His research has spanned
several
disciplines,
including
partial
differential equations, asymptotic analysis,
hydrodynamics, superconductivity, optics,
medicine and more. Koby served as the
chairman of the Technion Department of
Mathematics (2009-2012) and as the
president of the Israel Mathematical Union (2017-2018). He received
a number of awards including the Landau Prize in Exact Science, the
New England and the Seiden awards for scientific excellence, the H.
Rich award for innovation, the S. Kaplan award for creative
management and the Member for Life award from the Technion
Students Association. In 2009, he was elected Fellow of the AAAS.

Participant : Benoit Balmana
Affiliation : IVEO (Montreal,
Canada)
Position : CEO

Participant : Greg Morin
Affiliation : Argonne National
Laboratory (Chicago, United States)
Position : Director of Strategy and
Innovation

Benoit Balmana is an engineer in
Mechanical Engineering, with additional
training in project Management. He has 20
years of experience working in the field of
innovation. Benoit has worked in France for
an innovation agency (BPI) and for a
venture capital company, dedicated to
early stage investment (EMERTEC). In 2006,
he joined the start-up NANOLEDGE, which
specializes in nanocomposites, to ensure
the corporate and business development
of the company. From 2010 to 2016, Benoit
Balmana has been President and CEO of NanoQuébec (Canada)
where he defined and implemented a new strategy to promote
nanotechnology as sources of innovation and competitiveness. He is
now Director of IVÉO, an innovation ecosystem dedicated to smart
and sustainable mobility in Québec.
Greg Morin is the Argonne National
Laboratory Director for Laboratory
Strategy. Mr. Morin leads the development
and management of Argonne’s strategic
initiatives,
discretionary
investments,
performance management and risk. Prior
to Argonne, Mr. Morin worked with Gillum
Strategy Partners, where he led a variety of
client engagements solving business
strategy
and
commercialization
challenges; was a Program Manager for
Northrop Grumman on the P-8 Poseidon program, and completed a
Navy career flying onboard the P-3 Orion and leading a variety of
research and development activities. Mr. Morin has a Bachelor of
Science degree from the U. S. Naval Academy, a Master of Science
degree in Aeronautical Engineering from the Naval Postgraduate
School and a Master of Business Administration degree from the
University of Chicago Booth School of Business.

Participant : Prof. Patrick Levy
Affiliation : University Grenoble
Alpes (Grenoble, France)
Position : IDEX Coordinator, Office
of the President & former President
of the University

Participant : Dr Karen Amram
Affiliation : CEA (Grenoble, France)
Position : Head of International
Foresight - CEA Technology
Research Unit, Chair of the High
Level Forum – GIANT

Patrick Lévy, 66 years-old is professor of
Physiology, MD, respiratory physician,
graduated with a Master degree in Animal
Physiology (1986) and a PhD in Physiology
(1989). He led the Pulmonary Function Test
Unit, Sleep Lab (1988-2012) and Clinical
Research Department (2000-2012) at
Grenoble University Hospital. He has been
the head of the Hypoxia Pathophysiology
Laboratory (HP2) Grenoble Alpes Univ. and
Inserm (2003-2015) and set one of the most
active Research Laboratory on Obstructive
Sleep Apnea worldwide. He produced more than 350 international
articles (H index WOS = 64 June 2020). He has been Rector of
Grenoble Alpes University (Dec 2015-Jan 2020) and previously of
Joseph Fourier University in Grenoble (2012-2015), leading the
project of Grenoble Alpes University – Initiative of Excellence, an
ambitious vision for establishing a large research and
multidisciplinary University in Grenoble and the Alps, reaching a
critical mass and improving its international visibility. The project has
been labelled in 2016. The new institution was created on 2020
January 1st. He has also recently been elected as European University
Association Board Member (2019-23). Lastly, he is currently associate
editor of the Journal of Sleep Research (IF: 3.62) and section editor
(sleep and ventilation) for the European Respiratory Journal (IF:
12.34).
Karen Amram, is the Chair of the High Level Forum, a network of
leading Innovation Ecosystems worldwide. Its
summit alternates between Grenoble GIANT
Campus and another region every year. Karen
recently launched the HLF Connect, a series of
interaction between HLF members on crucial
questions of our time. She is currently Head of
International Foresight at the technology unit of
CEA where she has been employed for 25 years.
After graduating with a degree in fluid
mechanics from Aix-Marseille University, Karen obtained her PhD at
Ecole Polytechnique, France.

TITLE OF THE PANEL: Triple helix cooperation as opportunity for innovative digitalization in Industry 4.0 for
manufacturing: the case of SBDIO I4.0 in the Emilia-Romagna Region
PROPONENT: Interdepartmental Center for Industrial Research in ICT – CIRI ICT
CHAIR: Prof. Luca Foschini
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE: SBDIO I4.0 is an industrial research project which aims to sustain local industries in
their digitalization process, fostering transitions from a product economy to a services economy. The panel
aims to be an opportunity for discussion and presentation of some of the best practices put in place to drive
the development of synergies for the creation of an integrated ecosystem to support economic and industrial
growth. The panel will include the different perspectives from some of the most important public and private
bodies active in the field of innovation technology, research, and manufacturing in the Emilia-Romagna area
toward a successful triple helix implementation.
PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION):
Ing. Claudio Bergamini CEO Imola Informatica and Vice-President Clust-ER Innovate
Prof. Sergio Bertolucci Alma Mater Studiorum Bologna and President of BI-REX Steering Committee
Prof. Massimo Carnevali Cluster manager of Clust-ER Innovate
Prof. Antonio Corradi Alma Mater Studiorum Bologna and Chairman Clust-ER Innovate
Prof. Luca Foschini Alma Mater Studiorum Bologna, Researcher of the Interdepartmental Center for
Industrial Research ICT Research – CIRI ICT
Prof. Paola Salomoni Emilia Romagna Councilor for school, university, research, digital agenda

SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS:
Ing. Claudio Bergamini, CEO Imola Informatica and Vice-President
CLUST-ER INS
Claudio Bergamini is an entrepreneur and manager with 30+ year
experiences in program and project management, IT strategy and
governance, enterprise architecture, gained in particular in the financial
sector (banking and insurance companies), focused on large IT
transformation initiatives (technological and organizational).

Prof. Sergio Bertolucci, Alma Mater Studiorum – University of
Bologna and President of BI-REX Steering Committee
Sergio Bertolucci is a scientist working in the field of experimental
particle physics. During his 40+ year career he has also been extensively
involved in the management of large research organizations, like the
Italian Institute for Nuclear Physics (INFN), where he served as VicePresident, and CERN, where he was Director of Research and Scientific
Computing from 2009 to 2015. Besides his research activity, he has
been always seeking ways to connect Open Science to Open
Innovation, promoting several national and international initiatives,
which are currently underway with a solid present and a promising
future.

Prof. Massimo Carnevali, Cluster Manager of Clust-ER Innovate
Massimo Carnevali is an ICT Manager with more than 35 years of
experience in the IT world, gained mainly within IBM where he worked
for 22 years, always in technical positions. After IBM, he worked for 7
years as ICT manager at Bologna Municipality where he started his
interest also in the digital communication world. Then, he decided to
widen his view of the digital world working (for 3 years) as Manager of
IT, Organization, and Communication at Fondazione Edmund Mach
(agrifood research center). In the last years, he became a freelance
senior ICT consultant working mainly as Cluster Manager of Innovate
Clust-ER and teaching Cybersecurity at University of Ferrara and
"Design of digital services" at University of Bologna.

Prof. Antonio Corradi, Alma Mater Studiorum – University of
Bologna and President of CLUST-ER INS
Antonio Corradi is full professor of computer engineering at the
University of Bologna since 2000, in the areas of Distributed Systems
and Computer Networks. His research interests span from distributed
and parallel systems to middleware for pervasive and heterogeneous
computing, from cloud solutions and standards to mobile systems and
social applications for smart cities, and from industry 4.0 support
systems and protocol to smart city monitoring and crowdsourcing,
from novel communication standards to system monitoring and
management. In these areas, he has always taught and still teaches in
basic and advanced courses in all areas related to computer
infrastructures and support. Antonio has typically given classes for IT
professional but also for non-expert people to build a solid view of
computing infrastructures (other engineering areas and also students
with no technical background). He is Director of the Department of
Computer Science and Engineering and Academic Senator. In the last
decades, he also moved his research into service integration and
technology transfer in the area of innovation, as well as Industry 4.0: he
is the chair of the HTN ICT and also the president of the CLUST-ER
‘Innovation in Services’, starting in 2017 for the support to the new S3
for RER.
Prof. Luca Foschini, Alma Mater Studiorum – University of
Bologna, Researcher of the Interdepartmental Center for Industrial
Research ICT Research – CIRI ICT
Luca Foschini is an Associate Professor of Distributed and Mobile
Systems at the Computer Science and Engineering Dept. (DISI) of the
University of Bologna. His research interests span from middleware for
mobile computing in general to adaptive multimedia, from contextaware service composition to federated cloud computing resource
management, from industry 4.0 support systems to mobile
crowdsensing and scalable online stream processing for smart cities.
He is responsible for the Internationalization of Computer Science and
Engineering Department of the University of Bologna. He is active in
technology transfer in the area of innovation and Industry 4.0 and he
is the Principal Investigator of the POR FESR RER project In and Out Big
Data Services for Industry 4.0: from shop floor to after sale (SBDIO I4.0).

Prof. Paola Salomoni, Emilia-Romagna Councilor for school,
university, research, and digital agenda
Born in Bologna in 1966, she is a wife and a mother.
She graduated in Information Science at the University of Bologna in
1992 magna cum laude and worked as a sub teacher in two Commercial
Technical Institutes during her studies.
In 1995 she moved to Cesena and became researcher in Computer
Science and Engineering at the Alma Mater Studiorum Cesena Campus,
where she became associate Professor in 2001, and later full Professor.
Her researches focus on multimedia systems, technologies for
education, human-machine interaction and accessibility of
technologies.
With more than 20 years of experience in the field of informatics for
education, Paola organized many learning activities for teachers and
contributed to relevant projects as the ForTIC plan.
She authored over 170 scientific publications, more than 40 of which
on international journals. She also managed several research projects
at a national, European, and international level, involving institutions as
the UCLA, the University of Toronto, the Italian House of
Representatives and the Government of the region Emilia-Romagna.
She served as Vice Rector for Technologies at the University of Bologna
from 2015 until early 2020, when she was appointed Regional Minister
for Education, University, Research and Digital Agenda of the EmiliaRomagna Region.

TITLE OF THE KAZAKHSTAN CHAPTER1 PANEL:
Challenges and perspectives of digital transformation in the triple helix system: implications for
society
Kazakhstan has earned the reputation of a country that is undertaking different incentives trying to tackle the
challenges of endogenous and exogenous nature, be it global industrial revolution trends and governmental
incentive to organize EXPO 2017 or the shortage of IT professionals at the local labor market and a competition
for local talents “Digital Citizenship” organized by businesses and government. Now that the global pandemic
reshapes the paradigm of interactions in all functional spheres of economy, it becomes significant to delineate
some mile stones that have already been reached and some turning points that we are about to reach in terms
of ICT and digitalization policies, both in Kazakhstan and on a global scale, that transform our lifestyles and
values. During the panel discussion our speakers will raise the issues of digital frontiers, current challenges and
far fetching effects in the system of the triple helix with its spillover effect on the society as the main consumer
of digital incentives created by government, business and academia.
PROPONENT: Turan University, Almaty – representing THA Chapter Kazakhstan
CHAIR: Dr. Darkhan Ahmed-Zaki – Rector of Astana IT University, Nur-Sultan
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE:
Challenges, perspectives and implications of digital transformation in business, government and academia for
the benefit of society
PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION):
1. Askar Sembin – Chief Executive Officer of Autonomous Cluster Fund “Park of Innovative Technologies”
2. Daulet Assylbekov - Head of Analytics Department in Chamber of Entrepreneurs of Almaty city
3. Mukhtar Bubeyev – Chief Executive Officer of Astana Financial Services Authority (AFSA)

1

www.triplehelix.kz

SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS:

Darkhan Ahmed-Zaki
The author of more than 100 scientific papers published in journals abroad and RK. Scientific studies relate to
the theory of verification of programs and the organization of distributed and parallel computing, the
modernization of the higher education system; supervisor of more than 15 research projects through the MES
RK and contractual works; co-author of 2 copyright certificates in the development of innovative software,
mathematical modeling of physical processes; served as Vice Rector for Kazakh National University after AlFarabi, Director of the Department of Higher and Postgraduate Education of the Ministry of Education and
Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan, President of International Business University in Almaty, and is currently
heading the Astana IT University, newly created for advancements in digital area of Kazakhstan

Mukhtar Bubeyev
Mr. Bubeyev is a qualified professional in Kazakhstan’s banking supervision and financial services sector.
Previously he worked as a Chief Risk Officer at ATF Bank. He was a Head of Strategy and Research at the
National Bank of Kazakhstan and Head of Banking Supervision in Financial Markets Supervision Agency of
Kazakhstan. He had a position of Head of Financial Models Research in Kazakhstan's Ministry of Finance. Mr.
Bubeyev also served as a supervisory board member for Kazakhstan Deposit Insurance Fund and Zerde
National Infocommunication Holding. He joined AFSA as a Chief Policy Officer in January 2017. From July 2018
he was assigned as an Acting CEO of AFSA and since 2020 he is acting as Chief Executive Officer for Astana
Financial Services Authority.

Askar Sembin
Mr. Sembin started his career in the National Bank of the Republic of Kazakhstan, got experience in commercial
banking sector and proceeded with governmental sector career. He worked in the Ministry of Finance of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Agency of the Republic of
Kazakhstan on regulation of the activities of the regional financial center of Almaty. His professional portfolio
also includes experience in oil sector and investment funding. Since 2015 he is heading Autonomous Cluster
Fund “Park of Innovative Technologies”.

Daulet Assylbekov
Daulet Assylbekov is Head of Analytics Department in Chamber of Entrepreneurs of Almaty city. Having
graduated from KIMEP University, he has had the experience as an auditor in PwC and KPMG. Currently Daulet
works for «Atameken» – National Chamber of Entrepreneurs, the organization that bridges government and
business of Kazakhstan. According to legislature, all businesses in Kazakhstan become members of Atameken
automatically after registration. Daulet is responsible for analysis of small and medium entrepreneurship in
Almaty, develops state programs, researches best practices of SME all around the world.

TITLE OF THE PANEL: Workers, entrepreneurs and economic psychology: the research agenda at Inapp
PROPONENT: National Institute for Public policy Analysis (INAPP)
CHAIR: Riccardo Viale, Milano-Bicocca University (IT)
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE: the aim of the panel is to describe the current research agenda at Inapp on “Workers,
entrepreneurs and economic psychology”
PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION):
 Andrea Ricci (INAPP)
 Stefania Basiglio (University of Turin)
 Sergio Scicchitano (INAPP)
SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS:

Riccardo Viale is Full Professor of Behavioral Sciences and Cognitive Economics at the Department of
Economics of the University of Milan Bicocca. He is currently Head of Italy Behavioral Insights Team at Prime
Minister Department of Civil Service. He is the author of many books and publications including the
forthcoming Handbook on Bounded Rationality (Routledge, 2021) and “Nudging” (The MIT Press, 2021)

Andrea Ricci is an economist, research manager at the National Institute for Public policy Analysis (INAPP),
Rome, Italy. He is responsible for the INAPP project "Strategic analysis of public policies" and coordinates
other scientific research agreements. He is also qualified as Associate Professor in both Economic Policy and
Political Economy. He published several scientific papers, both theoretical and empirical, in international peerreviewed journals

Stefania Basiglio is a postdoctoral researcher at the Department of Economic-Social and MathematicalStatistical Sciences of the University of Turin, Italy. Actually, she is involved in several projects aiming at the
social inclusion and gender gap reduction in collaboration with the Impact Evaluation Unit of the Collegio Carlo
Alberto. Stefania’s research interests are mainly in the area of economics of savings, behavioural and gender
economics.

Sergio Scicchitano is an applied economist, Senior Researcher at National Institute for Public Policies Analysis
(INAPP), Rome, Italy. He is qualified as Associate Professor in Economic Policy in Italy. He is also Fellow of
Global Labor Organization (GLO). He was Visiting Lecturer at the Queen Mary University of London, Adjunct
Professor of Economics and Macroeconomics at the University “La Sapienza”of Rome. He published several
scientific papers, both theoretical and empirical, in international peer-reviewed journals. His personal web-site
is: https://sergioscicchitano.wordpress.com/.

TITLE OF THE PANEL: The network of Emilia-Romagna Technopoles and its role as facilitator: success cases
of collaboration between companies, research and technology transfer centers
PROPONENT: Regional network of Emilia-Romagna Technopoles https://www.tecnopoli.emilia-romagna.it/
CHAIR: Paolo Celli, Bologna-Ozzano Technopole
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE:
We will present the Technopoles strategic and operational model, outlining some industrial research projects
whose positive results were due to the effectiveness of the partnerships created and the facilitation role played
by the Technopoles themselves.
TPM “Mario Veronesi” of Democenter-Sipe Foundation will present two examples of collaboration between
enterprises, universities and research centers, facilitated by regional funding, in the field of biomedical device.
2 projects will be presented, NANOSENS4LIFE and CUBIBOX: one formally concluded, NANOSENS4LIFE, and
for which the activities are still ongoing (thanks to collaboration with enterprises involved and an accurate IP
management) and one, CUBIBOX, which is still ongoing. Both the projects started from companies’ needs
collected by the research centres and then transformed in a concrete activities’ plan.
The Reggio Emilia Technopole will present a collaboration project between “REDOX Progetti” Research Lab
and RIMEF Srl, SME operating in the field of maintenance of means of worl for the Italian railway infrastructure.
RIMEF srl is developing the company from service provider to manufacturer. Therefore they are developing an
innovative “maintenance means” connected and sensorized to drastically improve the control and traceability.
Mrs. Cristina Boniburini, Legal Representative and member of RIMEF, will present the case. The Reggio Emilia
Technopole has supported RIMEF in: i) identyfing the technical partner for electronics and telecommunications
engineering and manufacturing; ii) applying for a local government grant to support the innovation project.
The “Rita Levi Montalcini” Technopole, managed by IRET Foundation, will also present the case of a
research project (STEP-BY-STEP) in the field of life sciences, co-financed by Emilia Romagna Region and
developed thanks to an alliance among universities, nonprofits, research laboratories and companies,
according to the innovation strategy pillars set by the policymakers. The good results obtained led to a second
project (MAT2REP) which is in progress.
PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION):
 Laura Aldrovandi, Science and Technology Park for Medicine, via 29 Maggio 6, 41037 Mirandola,
Modena, Italy
 Cristina Boniburini, RIMEF Srl, https://www.rimef.com/en/ , President and Managing Director
 Paolo Celli, Bologna-Ozzano Technopole / IRET Foundation, via Tolara di Sopra 41, Ozzano dell’Emilia
(BO)
 Andrea Parmeggiani, Reggio Emilia Technopole, https://tecnopolo.re.it/technopole-of-reggioemilia/?lang=en

SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS:
Laura Aldrovandi Graduated in Medical and Pharmaceutical Biotechnology at University of
Modena and Reggio Emilia and with a PhD in Labour, Development and Innovation (achieved
at Marco Biagi Foundation University of Modena and Reggio Emilia), since 2011 she works at
Democenter-Sipe Foundation (DCS). She started her activity on European and regional project
preparation and management; now she is responsible of project development of life science
project for DCS. She has submitted and coordinated more than 50 regional-funded projects
for SMEs and big companies and more than 10 regional or national-funded projects carried out by TPM “Mario
Veronesi” (the research center of DCS) as research leader or partner and involving industries and/or other
research centers. She worked also for the dissemination and technology transfer of research results mainly in
life science sector.
Cristina Boniburini graduated as a tourist company technician and later enrolled in the
Faculty of Cultural Heritage Conservation at the University of Parma, in 1997 she began to
collaborate, undertaking a different personal and professional path, in the family business that
dealt with the overhaul and maintenance of railways. After several years in which she
undertook a path of professional growth within the company, in 2007 she was appointed
managing director and then in 2019, following the generational change, became president. In the last two
years, in addition to holding the role of quality service manager, she has also taken on the role of planning and
programming strategic activities for the company. In 2020 he planned and organized the development of an
innovative project related to the testing of a diagnostic and control system for the functionality of a flatbed
wagon used for maintenance on the Italian national railway line. In addition to the positions in RIMEF she holds
some institutional roles in the territory: advisor in the Board of Directors of ACT and advisor in the Municipality
of residence.
Paolo Celli: graduated in mechanical engineering at Bologna University, got afterwards a
master degree in management and then in fund raising for the nonprofit organizations and
the public sector. After a period of work in private companies he decided to develop its own
consulting business focused on the sustainability of nonprofit projects both in the social and
scientific research domain.
Since 2018 he is manager of Bologna-Ozzano Technopole and member of the board of IRET Foundation.
Andrea Parmeggiani: graduated in business and economics at Unimore and received an Exec
Master degree at Unipisa. Spent 10 years as management consultant at Accenture managing
international projects in EU, EMEA and Americas. After that developed a contract management
career focusing on company restructuring and innovation management. Has been an active
member of Italian Angels for Growth, Italy’s largest business angels association where was
involved in screening and portfolio management.

TITLE OF THE PANEL: THE FUTURE OF SCIENCE PARCS AND THE EMERGENCE OF SCIENCE CITIES
PROPONENT: Drees & Sommer Switzerland
CHAIR: Dr. Christiane Gebhardt, Director Blue City Development Drees & Sommer Switzerland, Member of
the Executive Board of the Triple Helix Association
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE:
We would like to discuss the paradigm shift and new trends in the area of planning/design and realisation of
Science Parks in cities in terms of impact, integration and sustainability of places. There are many reference
cases that show that the green deal, sustainable and social integration as well as the use of Science such as AI,
Clean Technology, Cradle to Cradle and Lean Construction can be crucial and self-enforcing elements of the
city system if you take a holistic approach in urban planning and building. Apart from that perspective, many
science developments become research objects in itself, i.e. so-called city labs which try out innovation in a
learning and participative approach. Empirical evidence illustrates that science cities are attractive urban
agglomerations which need to manage further growth in a sensible way.
We understand cities as unique urban laboratories, where multiple-stakeholder- driven approaches and multidisciplinary methodologies prove to work in synergy. The cities in the current global competition are the most
important powerhouses of human, social and relational capital. The city, as a multi-cultural and charismatic
capital must use its existing potentials and accelerate the re-structuration from planned centralized industrial
production and isolated science parcs to a more knowledge-based economy. This natural interplay between
education, innovative industries, culture, and with its deep roots and strong connections to local communities,
represents a model that can serve as an important driver of urban growth - encouraging social cohesion,
promote cultural diversity and understanding, stem the brain drain of educated young professionals, and act
as a driver of innovative urban regeneration.
New typologies of a Science + Industry 4.0 Campus are immensely diverse and potent areas that can include
Innovation Districts, independent spaces that intend to revitalize the decayed industrial districts. The existing
human and spatial qualities form the basis, from which the existing rich and adaptable architectural, urban and
landscape potentials can be reactivated. This action can catalyse a more innovative, inclusive, integrated and
sustainable model of urban revitalization and eventually be up-scaled and replicated throughout the countries
and regions.
PANELISTS
1. Dr. Christiane Gebhardt
2. Prof. Johannes Orphal (Speaker)
3. Thomas Rufener (Speaker)
4. Dr. Haris Piplas (Speaker)
5. Dipl. Ing. Abdulmajid Karanouh (Speaker)
6. Prof. Josep Miquel Piqué Huerta (Speaker)

Chair:

Dr Christiane Gebhardt Director of Blue City Development at Drees & Sommer Switzerland.
Before her current assignment Dr. Gebhardt was head of global initiatives and a strategy and organizational
development consultant in an international consulting company. Since 2012, she has been responsible for
building up the global program "Cities and Regions". Today her focus is on innovation policy, international
strategy development, organizational transformation, and governance (climate resilience of cities, integrated
city development). As a Fraunhofer Morgenstadt Partner she applied the Fraunhofer City Insight Indicators and
the Rockefeller KPIs in many European Cities. Dr. Gebhardt contributed to the analytical tool set and designed
management tools for stakeholder integration and regional/urban innovation clusters. She worked in many
interdisciplinary local and international expert teams with a strong focus on knowledge transfer, participation,
and implementation. Dr. Gebhardt gained degrees from the University of Konstanz in Public Administration
Sciences (Master) and from University of Gießen, (PhD in Political Science / Technology and Innovation policy).
She has researched governance models and system design at the University of Chicago IL and at the MIT,
Cambridge MA. She is a member of the Executive Committee of the Triple Helix Association in her second term
and was editor of two topical collections of the Triple Helix Journal (open access, Scopus, Publisher: Brill): The
Future of Science Parks and Areas of Innovation and The spatial dimension of innovation: Triple Helix and the
city with Harald Mieg/ Simmel Center for Metropolitan Studies at the Humboldt University Berlin.
Affiliation
Director Blue City Development | Drees & Sommer Switzerland
Speaker:

Prof. Dr. Johannes Orphal is Head of Division IV “Natural and Built Environment” and
Presidential Commissioner for Climate Protection and Sustainability at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
(KIT), Germany. He graduated in Physics from Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany, in 1991, and obtained his
PhD (Docteur en Sciences) from Université de Paris-Sud (Orsay, France) in 1995. He worked as Research
Scientist and University Professor in Bremen (Germany), Créteil (France) and Karlsruhe (Germany), and was
Director of the Institute of Meteorology and Climate Research at KIT from 2009 to 2020. From 2011 to 2020,
he has been Scientific Speaker of the Programme “Atmosphere and Climate” funded by the Helmholtz
Association of German Research Centers. He is author of more than 200 scientific publications, mainly in the
areas of atmospheric science and remote-sensing. In 2017 he was awarded the French-German “GentnerKastler” Prize, and in 2018 the “Humboldt - Gay-Lussac” Prize of the Académie des Sciences (Paris). His main
focus is an overarching research platform at KIT for sustainable urban development.
Affiliation:
Director, Institute of Meteorology and Climate Research (IMK), Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT),
Corresponding Member of the Air and Space Academy (AAE) Germany

Speaker:

Thomas Rufener is the managing director of the Singapore-ETH Centre since January 2019.
Before joining SEC, he was the chief operating officer for the Group General Counsel Area at the Zurich
Insurance Company – a leading global multi-line insurer. Prior to his role, amongst other activities, he was
involved in the establishing and developing the internal consulting unit within Zurich Insurance. He also worked
for the strategy consulting company McKinsey & Co in the financial and energy production sectors and was
on the management board of a listed total contracting and real estate investment company. Furthermore, he
was on the investment advisory committee of a Swiss-registered pension fund for more than 10 years until the
end of 2018. Thomas Rufener holds an Executive Master in Consulting and Coaching for Change (INSEAD), an
MBA from the Erasmus University, Rotterdam School of Management, a post- graduate degree in regional
planning from FHNW, and a graduate degree in architecture from ZHW.
Affiliation
Managing Director of the Singapore ETH Centre, Singapore

Speaker:

Dr. Haris Piplas (ETH) – Co-Director Blue City Development Drees & Sommer Switzerland –
Dr. Haris Piplas is author and collaborator of several urban, landscape and architectural projects in Germany,
Switzerland, Denmark, Morocco, Eastern and Western Europe, Latin America, India, China and other regions.
He is co-author of the book "Global Urban Toolbox", which highlights spatial and infrastructural challenges
under the influence of economic-social, geopolitical and cultural aspects in case study cities, among others:
Berlin, Zurich, Detroit, Cape Town, Beijing, London, São Paulo etc. He is also the author of the publication "City
Action Lab: Urban Transformations in Central and Eastern Europe". Dr. Piplas was the editor-in-chief of two
issues of the Journal of the European Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA), entitled "Adaptability of Cities"
and "Political Implications for the Urban Landscape".
He figured as pavilion curator of the 15th Architecture Biennale in Venice, as well as keynote speaker at
numerous international conferences. He is also a member of ISOCARP (International Society of City and
Regional Planners), the former Young Leader Chairman of the Urban Land Institute, nominator of the Aga Khan
Prize for Architecture and member of the Advisory Board for Building Culture of the European Forum Alpbach.
He has been invited as keynote speaker at numerous international conferences. Dr. Piplas was involved as
consultant to international organization on the topic of integrated urban development, smart cities, ecosystem
services and landscape planning. Dr. Piplas holds a Master of Urban Design from the Technical University of
Berlin and a Dr.sc. from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) Zurich, Department of Architecture. In
addition to external teaching and expert activities, he has been a researcher at Politecnico di Milano. At ETH,
he worked on the conception of the Urban Simulation Game (stakeholder inclusion instrument for district and
city development) and the institutional development of the ISTP (Institute of Science Technology and Policy)
“Urbanization Incubator” - a platform for collaboration between academia, practice, NGOs, multilateral
organizations and local governments.
Affiliation
Co-Director Blue City Development | Drees & Sommer Switzerland

Speaker:

Abdulmajid Karanouh, Head of Interdisciplinary Design & Research, Drees & Sommer Dubai
United Arab Emirates
With a background in Mathematics (Bacc-II), Architecture (BSc), Computation (MSc), Engineering (MSc) and
Design Communication (ongoing PhD), Abdulmajid has developed over the past 19 years from a passionate
specialist in architectural geometry into an interdisciplinary design and high-tech specialist in the Built
Environment.
Abdulmajid’s career covers a range of record-breaking and award-winning projects across the globe from the
world’s first twisted tower to the longest metro line. This includes co-authoring the winning competition
scheme of the Al-Bahr Towers in Abu Dhabi in 2007 when working with Aedas in London in collaboration with
Arup – spearheading the design team to project completion in 2013. The Al-Bahr towers stand out for their
energy efficient geometry, highly robust honeycomb supporting system – used for the first time as a tower
structure – and for their unique three-dimensional adaptive solar screens. The unique features of the building
earned it Best Innovation Award in 2012 by the Council for Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat, Best Inventions in
2012 by Times Magazine, Best Project in the Middle East in 2013, and Façade Engineering Excellence in 2013
by the Society of Façade Engineering.
Abdulmajid’s contribution to the Built Environment includes authoring papers and articles for major journals
and publishers, covering a variety of topics related to innovation and advanced technology. Currently heads
the Interdisciplinary Design and Research group at Drees & Sommer, specialising in fusing the principles of
interdisciplinary design via BIM-augmented algorithmic thinking to develop and deliver context-inspired
masterplans and buildings solutions.
Affiliation
International Director | Head of Interdisciplinary Design & Innovation | Drees & Sommer Dubai

Speaker:

Dr. Josep Miquel Piqué Huerta - Josep Miquel Piqué is a Telecommunication Engineer
from La Salle and UPC and MBA. He
is Doctor on Ecosystems of Innovation from Universitat Ramon Llull. He holds also diplomas
from Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and University of California-Berkeley.
He is a disciple of Professors Henry Etzkowitz (co-founder of Triple Helix), Francesc Solé
Parellada (Entrepreneurship) and Jerome Engel (Clusters of Innovation).
He is the President of XPCAT (Catalan Network of Science Parks), Vice-President of APTE
(Spanish Network of Science Parks) and XVII President of IASP (International Association
of Science Parks and Areas of Innovation).
He is expert of the Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO) of the
European Commission and member of the Team of Specialists on Innovation and
Competitiveness Policies of the United Nations Commission for Europe (UNECE).
His long professional experience in university management has leaded him to promote and

lead Postgraduate Programs, Technology Transfer Centers, University Incubators and
Innovation Science and Technology Parks. He has promoted several hybrid organizations
taking the partnership model University-Industry-Public Administration.
In the field of public administration has been CEO of the District Innovation - 22 @
Barcelona (developing 22@Barcelona Urban Lab), Director of Strategic Sectors of the
Agency of Local Development - Barcelona Activa and CEO of the Office of Economic Growth
of the Barcelona City Council. Among other projects he has participated in teams of
Barcelona European Capital of Innovation and Barcelona Mobile World Capital.
He has published several papers in publications and congresses on Innovation Ecosystems.
He has participated in several international forums in Europe (Bulgaria, Denmark, Spain,
Finland, France, Italy and UK), America (Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru,
U.S.A.) and Asia (Korea, Philippines, Singapore, Japan and China).
The central line of his activity is the promotion of Knowledge-based Economy and Society
in order to consolidate Knowledge Cities on Smart Cities. He has elaborated several models
and papers about Living Labs, implementing Living Labs in Barcelona, Malaga (ENEL) and
other projects including Living Labs (Medellin, Porto Alegre, Marica-Rio de Janeiro,
Fortaleza) and participating in international events about Living Labs (ENOLL, IASP, …)
Affiliation
President of Technova Barcelona – La Salle Innovation Park
XVII President of International Association of Science Parks and Areas of Innovation

TITLE OF THE PANEL: The Triple Helix Model applied to Cluster Initiatives to Go Global
PROPONENT: ART-ER - Emilia-Romagna Region

CHAIR: Valeria Bandini, Head of Europe and International Unit, ART-ER
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE:
The panel will look at cluster initiatives as means for enhancing the university-industry-government
relationship and aims at discussing to what extent the Triple Helix Model (THM) can be a reference for regional
governments to design and promote cluster initiatives contributing to support the internationalisation and
attractiveness of their local innovation ecosystems.
Due to the multidimensionality feature of cluster initiatives, there is no single, widely-agreed definition of this
phenomenon. In the Cluster Initiative Green book (2003), cluster initiatives are defined as organized efforts to
increase the growth and competitiveness of clusters within a region, involving cluster firms, government and/or
the research community. Clusters, cluster initiatives and cluster organisations are not synonymous. According
to the European Commission “Smart Guide to Cluster Policy” (2016), cluster initiatives can help a cluster to
reach higher levels of performance, for example by strengthening linkages or facilitating collective action; while
cluster organisations are the legal entities that support the strengthening of collaboration, networking and
learning in innovation clusters and act as innovation support providers.
Lindqvist et al (2013) identified several gaps that led to cluster initiative formation: research gaps between firms
and academia, education gaps between firms and education organizations, capital gaps, governmental gaps
between firms and authorities, firm-to-firm gaps, cross-cluster gaps (interactions with firms from other sectors),
and global market gaps (interactions with global actors and value chains).
In fact, cluster initiatives can bridge these gaps by bringing together actors from government, higher education
and research institutions (Laur et al, 2012; Tödtling et al, 2013) and mediating between them. Hence, cluster
initiatives are often characterized as hybrid organizations due to the presence of both organizational,
intermediating and networking features (Etzkowitz & Ranga, 2011).
In recent years, many countries, especially in Europe, have implemented cluster policies and have funded
cluster initiatives in various sectors that, very often, apply a Triple Helix approach (Klosten et al, 2015;
Laur et al, 2012;Todtling et al, 2013).
Innovation, which is a fundamental factor for single companies and local economies, has increasingly become
the result of collaborative and international processes where clusters and cluster initiatives play a key role.
The panel will discuss the role of cluster initiatives as means for building transnational partnerships to
strengthen existing relations and/or build new ones among the triple helix actors and, more in general,
for internationalizing regional innovation ecosystems.

PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Alberto Pezzi - Director of Competitive Strategy at the Directorate General for Industry - Government
of Catalonia
Christophe Guichard - Team leader on Cluster internationalization, Clusters, Social Economy and
Entrepreneurship Unit, DG Growth, European Commission
Gerd Meier zu Köcker - Excecutive Director, ClusterAgentur Baden-Wurttemberg
Ruben Sacerdoti - Director of the Regional Department for Business Internationalisation and FDI
Attraction, Emilia-Romagna Region
Sauro Vicini - Cluster manager, Health Cluster of the Emilia-Romagna

SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS:
Valeria Bandini, Head of Unit Europe and International, ART-ER
Head of Europe and International Unit of ART-ER (former ASTER), Valeria works on the
design and implementation of regional, national, international activities to improve the
access to initiatives and funds for R&D and innovation collaborations, including the
Clust-ERs internationalization program. She also manages the participation in EU and
international projects and networks to promote the regional research and innovation
system and the development of international relations.
Graduated with Honors in Economics and Business Administration, she holds post
graduate degrees on local development and on international cooperation.
Alberto Pezzi, Director of Competitive Strategy at the Directorate General for Industry - Government of
Catalonia
Alberto Pezzi is the Director of competitive strategy at the Directorate General for
Industry of the Government of Catalonia. He has over 20 years of experience in
competitive strategy and cluster development working both in international consultancy
firms (McKinsey & Co, Competitiveness Group, etc.) and in the public sector.
In the last decade, Mr. Pezzi has been actively involved in different advisory groups at
European and international level and, since September 2019, he is member of the
Commission Expert Group on Clusters.
Mr. Pezzi is the co-author of different books, articles and business cases on cluster policy
and practice and he is regularly invited to talk in international forums. As part of his professional pro-bono
activity, Mr. Pezzi has been among the promoters of TCI Network (the leading global network of cluster
practitioners, tci-network.org) and after having served in the Board of Directors as secretary, treasurer and
president during 16 years he is now member of the Board of Advisors.
Mr. Pezzi holds a BSc in Economics from the Università degli studi di Bologna, a master in European Law and
Economics from the European College of Parma and a postgraduate diploma in Economic History and
Institutions from the Universitat Autonòma de Barcelona.
Christophe Guichard, Team Leader on Cluster internationalization, DG GROWTH, European Commission
Christophe Guichard is Team Leader on Cluster internationalisation at the European
Commission in the Clusters, Social Economy and Entrepreneurship Unit of DG Internal
Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG GROWTH) and is in particular
responsible for international aspects of cluster policy. Previously, he was a policy officer
in the field of innovation policy and industrial innovation support, and has been
responsible for various initiatives aimed at promoting policy learning and transnational
cooperation on public innovation support. Before joining the European Commission, he
worked at Ernst & Young International in Paris, as Business Analyst and as Economic
Advisor at Samsung Electronics, Strategy and European Affairs Department, in Brussels.
He holds a Master's Degree in International Business Management (France), a Master of Business
Administration (Texas, USA) and a Master in International Politics (Belgium).

Gerd Meier zu Köcker, Excecutive Director, ClusterAgentur Baden-Wurttemberg
Gerd Meier zu Köcker, who is holding PhD in Material Science, with focus on
Manufacturing Technologies, is working the field of cluster developing, value chain
mapping and regional transformation.
Gerd served the European Cluster Policy Group from 2007 – 2008, was the key initiator
of the European Cluster Excellence Initiative (ECEI) in 2009, established the European
Cluster Excellence Foundation with Emiliano Duch, founded the European Secretariat
for Cluster Analyses (ESCA) in 2011 und led the European Cluster Observatory from
2013 – 2015.
Since 2014 he is CEO of ClusterAgentur Baden-Württemberg. He has widely written about value chain
mapping, cluster development, innovation and cluster policy, incl. joint publications with Prof. Foray in
connection with the further development of the S3 approach. He a frequent speaker and gave many guest
lectures at universities world-wide. Currently he is teaching management at the University for Applied Science
in Kehl.
Ruben Sacerdoti, Director of the Regional Department for Business Internationalisation and FDI
Attraction - Emilia-Romagna Region
Ruben Sacerdoti graduated from the University of Bologna and obtained his master’s
degree in international economics at the University of Torino.
From 2003 he is the Director of the Department for the Business Internationalization and
FDI attraction of the Emilia-Romagna Regional Government, managing a staff of 20 people
and a budget of around 30 million euros per year. The focus countries of its activity were
mainly USA, Canada, Brazil, China, Japan, India, Russia, Israel and South Africa.
An important part of its the activity is concentrated in defining and managing programs
devoted to favour the international cooperation between the Emilia-Romagna Regional High Technology
Network (HTN) and International partners, mainly in advanced countries in Europe, North America and Asia.
He started his activity as a researcher in ASTER, the Regional Technology Agency, and ERVET,
Emilia-Romagna Regional Development Agency.
Later he moved to the corporate consultancy in the field of innovation, internationalization, finance,
start-up high-tech and venture capital.
From 2001 he spent two years at the European Commission, DG Enterprise as Project officer of
Innovation Policy C-1 Unit, managing PAXIS, the Pilot Action of VFP finalised at high-tech start-ups promotion
in EU and NACs.
Sauro Vicini - Cluster manager of the Health Cluster of the Emilia-Romagna
Sauro Vicini is the Cluster Manager of the Health Cluster of the Emilia-Romagna Region
in Italy.
He’s a computer scientist with a Master in Technology & Innovation Management held
at BBS: the Business School of the Bologna University
From 2006 to 2017 he worked in the top ranked research centre in healthcare in Italy:
the San Raffaele Hospital of Milan, working on topics such as IoT, e-Health, cloud
computing, robotics, privacy and data security, mobile technologies, wearable sensors
and personal health systems for well-being and disease prevention.
In 2012 he founded the “City of the Future Living Lab”: the living lab for experimenting user-driven Open
Innovation inside the San Raffaele Hospital.
From 2014 to 2016 he has been member of the Executive Board of the Cluster Foundation “Technologies for
Smart Cities and Communities”, a private foundation based in Milan and promoted by the Lombardia Region
for the development of its regional Smart Specialization Strategy.
He conducted research activities, collaborating on numerous European Projects (Horizon 2020, FP7, FP6), in
several ICT/Health sectors: Smart Cities, Internet of Things, Cloud Computing and Big Data, Data Security, CoCreation & User-driven Open Innovation, Living Lab Methodologies, privacy-by-design technologies,
ontologies and semantic engines, energy management systems and body area networks.

TITLE OF THE PANEL: Quebec and Emilia-Romagna Triple Helix Dialogue to Empower Innovation
Ecosystems through Big Data and Artificial Intelligence: the case of smart mobility
PROPONENT: Emilia-Romagna Region and Province of Quebec/Delegation of Quebec to Italy
CHAIR: Prof. Maurizio Sobrero, Bologna Business School, University of Bologna
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE: Digital transition is undoubtedly recognized as a key objective all over the world with
reference to any aspect of economy and society. It requires the adoption of enabling technologies such as
artificial intelligence and big data, which promise a high transformative power with significant impacts on all
aspects of life.
However, technologies are ‘only’ the basis, a kind of pre-condition or baseline to build upon, on which scientists
and technologists are providing daily advancements with a broad range of possible applications. In fact, to
deploy their potential, technologies need a coordinated engagement of a number of different actors: not only
the aforesaid scientific and technological experts (research side), but also the business community, to
incorporate them in products and services (industry side), and policy-makers that set up a framework that
regulates and promotes them at different levels and within which they operate (policy-making side). Such
‘dialogue’ among those three spheres ought to take into account the society, which, ultimately, is the context
where the benefits of new technologies touch down. The collaboration among all actors, who has an essential
role to play, is therefore essential both for full exploitation of those technologies and for the empowerment of
innovation ecosystems.
The present panel deals with the dynamics that occur among the triple helix actors of each territory, EmiliaRomagna and Quebec. It has the objective to highlight each actor vision (long term), experience (practices)
and perspective (short-medium term), and the way they dialogue when it comes to promote technologies at
the service of society. Also, this will be an opportunity to investigate the potential of shared visions and
perspectives and to understand how international collaboration may add value to what each one is doing and
planning. The dialogue will be focused on AI applied to the smart mobility industry, i.e. Artificial Intelligence
solutions to ease the resolution of economic, social and environmental issues related to the mobility in urban
areas.

GREETINGS
Marianna Simeone, Quebec Delegate to Italy
DISCUSSION
PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION):
FOR EMILIA-ROMAGNA
Prof. Rita Cucchiara, Full Professor at UNIMORE and Director of National Laboratory AIIS (CINI)
Marco Fainello (Engineer at Danisi Engineering), Modena Automotive Smart Area (MASA)
FOR QUEBEC
Prof. Dr. Remi Quirion, Chief Scientist of Quebec
Prof. Emma Frejinger, Scientific Advisor, IVADO Labs
Moderator: Prof Maurizio Sobrero, Full Professor Bologna Business School, University of Bologna

SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS (In alphabetical order):
Rita Cucchiara
Rita Cucchiara (MS in Electronic Engineering 1989, PhD in Computer Engineering 1992
from the University of Bologna, Italy) is full professor at the University of Modena and
Reggio Emilia, Italy, where she heads the AImageLab group. Since 2018 she is Director of
the CINI National Laboratory of Artificial Intelligence and Intelligent Systems, with the
support of the Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers. She is a member of the Board
of Directors of the Italian Institute of Technology. From 2016 to 2018 she has been
president of Italian CVPL Computer Vision, Pattern Recognition and Machine Learning
association, the Italian chapter of IAPR. She is IAPR Fellow since 2006 and ELLIS fellow
since 2019. She has been on the Governing Board of IAPR and is a member of the Advisory
Board of Computer Vision Foundation. She is Area Chair of several conferences (Neurips, CVPR, ICCV, ECCV,
ECCAI, ICPR), Program Chair of ICCV2017, CVPR2024, General Chair of ICPR2020, ACMMM2020, ECCV2022.
She published more than 400 papers on pattern recognition and computer vision and multimedia, and in
particular in human behavior understanding, surveillance and visual-language human-robot interfaces as well
as in vision for automotive and multimedia data.

Marco Fainello
Marco Fainello is a mechanical engineer. He has been working in the automotive industry
since 1990, mainly on high performance cars and motorsport racing, research and
development and new technology applications. With Ferrari he has been Performance and
Simulation Director winning 8 F1 Constructor World Championships and 3 World GT
Championships. In his last years in Ferrari he has been project manager of Ferrari FXX-K,
458 GTE LeMans 2014, 488 GTE/GTLM and 488Challenge. During these thirty years he has
also collaborated in different projects with Alfa Romeo, Dallara Automobili, Porsche, Lamborghini and others.
He is now Chief Technical Officer at Danisi Engineering (automotive engineering and constructions) and Partner
and Executive Director of Addfor (artificial intelligence applications). He is advisor of different international
companies in different industrial sectors, member of the Advisory Board of Mechanical Engineering at the
Politecnico of Milan, technical reference of Smart Mobility Agency and member of scientific committee of
MASA (Modena automotive Smart Area). For his professional achievements has been honored by Italian
President with Cavaliere al Merito della Repubblica.
Emma Frejinger
Emma Frejinger (Ph.D. in Mathematics, École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne,
Switzerland) is a Scientific Advisor at IVADO Labs, a leading AI solution provider that
effectively drive the transfer of advanced AI technologies from academia to industry. She
is an expert in demand forecasting and develops models and algorithms that combine
methods from machine learning and optimization to solve large-scale decision-making
problems. She is Associate Professor in the Computer Science and Operations Research
Department at Université de Montréal. She holds two research chairs: the Canada Research Chair in Demand
Forecasting and Optimization of Transport Systems and the Canadian National (CN) Chair in Optimization of
Railway Operations. Her scientific and applied work has been recognized by several international awards. She
has realized numerous projects in collaboration with public and private actors.
Rémi Quirion
On September 1, 2011, Rémi Quirion, OC, CQ, PhD, FRSC, became Québec’s first chief
scientist. As such, he chairs the boards of directors of the three Fonds de recherche du
Québec and advises the Minister of Economic and Innovation on research and scientific
development issues.
Until his appointment as chief scientist, Rémi Quirion was the vice-dean for science and
strategic initiatives in the faculty of medicine at McGill University and senior university
advisor on health sciences research. He was the scientific director of the Douglas Mental
Health University Institute Research Centre, a full professor in the department of psychiatry at McGill University
and the executive director of the International Collaborative Research Strategy for Alzheimer’s Disease of the
Canadian Institutes of Health Research. Professor Quirion was the first scientific director of the Institute of
Neurosciences, Mental Health and Addiction (INMHA), one of Canada’s 13 health research institutes.
His work helped to elucidate the roles of the cholinergic system in Alzheimer’s disease, of neuropeptide Y in
depression and memory and of the calcitonin gene–related peptide (CGRP) in pain and opiate tolerance. Rémi
Quirion earned his PhD in pharmacology from Université de Sherbrooke in 1980 and carried out his
postdoctoral training at the National Institute of Mental Health in the United States in 1983. He has over 750
publications in prominent scientific journals and is one of the most extensively cited neuroscientists in the
world. He has received several awards and honours, including the Ordre national du Québec (Chevalier du
Québec, CQ) in 2003, the Prix Wilder-Penfield (Prix du Québec) in 2004 and the Order of Canada (OC) in 2007.
Mr. Quirion is a member of the Royal Society of Canada and was also inducted into the Canadian Medical Hall
of Fame. In 2015, he was appointed Officer in the Order of Academic Palms of the French Republic, a distinction
awarded by the French government that recognizes its contribution to the development of French-Québec
relations in research.

Marianna Simeone
Marianna Simeone is the Quebec Delegate to Italy. She joins the Ministère des Relations
internationales et de la Francophonie after a brilliant career in communication, broadcast
journalism and international business development.
From 1986 to 2000, Marianna directed the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Montreal. Under
her leadership, the local organization grew to be one of the most performing in the ICC’s
world network. From 2000 until her nomination Marianna made her mark in media on the
major Canadian networks. Host, commentator and reporter, she worked both in radio and
television, in English, French and Italian.
Marianna has been a board member of the Canadian Museum of Civilization in Ottawa and a Member of the
Building Committee of the New Canadian War Museum. In Montreal she was a Member of Concordia
University’s Board of Governors, a Cabinet Member of the university’s first Capital Campaign and a board
member of the Montreal Port Authority.
In recognition of her exceptional work in journalism, her service to the community and her contribution to
Canada-Italy relations, Marianna was inducted “Knight” of the Order of Italy, invested “Golden Gladiator” of
the Province of Benevento, received the Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal and named YWCA Woman
of Distinction.

Maurizio Sobrero, Full Professor / University of Bologna & Bologna Business School
Maurizio Sobrero is a Full Professor of Innovation Management at the University of
Bologna. He received his PhD in Technology Management and Innovation at MIT
(Massachusetts, USA) and currently chairs the Department of Management of the
University of Bologna. He is the Senior Advisor for Next Production Revolution at Bologna
Business School, where he coordinates the School interdisciplinary programs and events.
He served as member of the University of Bologna Executive Committee and chaired the
Departments Heads Council.
Between 2012 and 2015 he contributed to found the Skolkovo Institute of Science and Technology in Moscow
as Distinguished Faculty Fellow for Innovation and Entrepreneurship.
He has published 6 books and over 30 articles on the economics and management of innovation and serves in
the Editorial Board of the European Management Review and the Journal of Technology Transfer. He has taught
in many programs for executives in South America, China and several European countries. He consulted for
various companies and institutions and served in the board of different listed and non listed companies.

TITLE OF THE PANEL: Student Entrepreneurship
PROPONENT: Muscio Alessandro, Laura Ramaciotti
CHAIR: Laura Ramaciotti
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE: Student entrepreneurship
Academic entrepreneurialism (Dooley and Kenny, 2015; Wright et al, 2007; Siegel et al, 2003) is nowadays
well accounted for in the economic literature. Academics are increasingly choosing (and being encouraged)
to engage in entrepreneurial activities, and the commercialization of university research via academic spinoffs is growing steadily (Thursby and Thursby, 2007). However, the literature has thus far focused prevalently
on licensing and start-ups by faculty and staff, largely underrating student entrepreneurship (Astebro et al.,
2012; Hayter et al., 2017; Shah and Pahnke, 2014). While the diffusion of academic initiatives supporting
entrepreneurship is growing (Guerrero et al. 2016; Muscio et al., 2016; Siegel and Wright 2015) and many
universities are trying their best to create of a favourable institutional environment to business creation, our
understanding about the drivers and obstacles to student entrepreneurship is still limited.
The scientific papers presented in this session will improve our understanding about what academic
institutions can do to support students choosing entrepreneurial employment outcomes and encourage the
formation of a positive attitude that is conducive to entrepreneurial intentions and their realisation.
PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION)
 Henry Sauermann, ESMT Berlin
 Sotaro Shibayama, Lund University, School of Economics and Management

SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS

Thomas Åstebro is the L'Oreal Professor of Entrepreneurship at HEC Paris; Academic Director, HEC Online
Master in Innovation and Entrepreneurship; co-Director Entrepreneurship Track HEC MBA Program, and past
Academic Director of the HEC Leadership Center; member of the Steering committee Groupement de
Recherche et d’Etudes en Gestion d’HEC (HEC Management Research Group); and member of the Steering
and Curriculum committees, MBA Program at HEC.

Henry joined ESMT Berlin in May 2017. He is the first holder of the POK Pühringer PS Chair in
Entrepreneurship. Since January 2018 Henry has been the Director of the Institute for Endowment
Management and Entrepreneurial Finance (IFEE). Previously he was an associate professor of strategy and
innovation and the PhD Coordinator at the Scheller College of Business at the Georgia Institute of
Technology.

Sotaro is a senior lecturer in entrepreneurship at the Sten K. Johnson Centre for Entrepreneurship, Lund
University. His main research interest lies in R&D management and STI policies, based on mixed experience
as a business consultant and a life scientist. His work has been published in American Sociological Review,
Research Policy, Journal of Technology Transfer, etc.

TITLE OF THE PANEL: Opportunities of cooperation between HEIs and development agencies
PROPONENT: European Association of Regional Development Agencies (Eurada)
CHAIR: Christian Saublens, Former director of Eurada

SPONSORED BY: European Association of Development Agencies (EURADA)
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE:
This panel session will be based on a case-study series on relations between regional economic practitioners
and HEIs. The general objective is to showcase possibilities of cooperation between these main territorial
actors. The debate takes place in the context of future development of EU policies related to innovation
ecosystems; Horizon Europe programme will likely have a budget of €500 million to foster connectiveness in
ecosystems for period 2021-2027.
Panellists will share their experiences on the relationships between HIEs and development agencies as the two
main key-players in the ecosystems, despite the different contexts and geographical diversity. It has been
widely analised how HEIs could better contribute to RIS3 implementation (see Goddart et al (2013) Universities
and Smart Specialisation). In recent years it has been emphasised the impact of higher education for smart
specialization (Edwards et al (2017). Despite the benefits, cooperation is not simple and engagement of
universities in regional policy-making often depends heavily on engaged individuals at the university
(Benneworth, P., & Fitjar, R. D. (2019).
Proposed panellists contribute with their double vision in the interface. They are experts from development
agencies involved in teaching in HEIs. They bring in the academic framework their practical experience and the
detailed knowledge of the regional economic context. In addition to teaching they are involved in the
implementation of research projects. From the other point of view, Universities and other higher education
organisations are the main centres of knowledge and research applied in many European territories with
undoubtedly bring benefits for regional economic development.
PANELISTS :
 Mr Christian Saublens, Former director of Eurada
 Ms Àurea RODRÍGUEZ, Director of the Innovation Department, Regional Development Agency of
Catalonia (ACCIÓ)
 Ms Nathalie BOULANGER, Project Manager Regional Innovation Strategy for Smart Specialisation,
Regional Economic Development Agency of the Region Centre-Val de Loire (Dev’Up)
 Mr Jan Sienkiewicz, Proxy Registered Attorney and Director of International Projects, Bielsko-Biała
Regional Development Agency (ARRSA)

Christian Saublens
Christian is commercial engineer and has been for more than 30 years a leading
representative of regional interest in Brussels, giving the innovative views of the
regions to EU institutions and participating in a continuous dialogue and
exchange of ideas for economic development. He founded the European
Association of Regional Development Agencies (EURADA) in 1991, before he was
working in a European association of local and regional authorities and started
his career as lobbyist in the European association of glass manufacturing
industry. Christian promoted the creation of the European Business Angels Network (EBAN), promoting the
stimulation of informal venture capital at regional or national level. Christian has written several papers
regarding the impact of EU regulations on regional development and the role of development agencies in
Europe.
https://www.linkedin.com/in/christian-saublens-5451653/?originalSubdomain=be
christian.saublens@gmail.com

Àurea RODRÍGUEZ - ACCIÓ
As director of the business innovation unit at ACCIÓ, Àurea Rodríguez fosters a
favourable innovation ecosystem so that Catalan companies can innovate and
grow with a global outlook. She firmly believes that knowledge, collaboration
and innovation are a core part of Catalonian industrial DNA. After finishing her
studies in the University of Barcelona, Mrs Rodríguez followed a MBA. She had
several managerial positions in private foundations, companies and technology
centers related to chemistry and pharmacy. From 2008 to 2016 she was
managing director of the Technology Center of Nutrition and Health. In recent
years she is in the board of directors and high managerial positions of several
applied research foundations and technology centers such as LEITAT, EURECAT, Center for computer vision,
etc.
https://www.linkedin.com/in/%C3%A0urea-rodr%C3%ADguez-29b86717/?originalSubdomain=es
aurea.rodriguez@gencat.cat

Nathalie Boulanger - Dev’Up
Nathalie is the head of European policies in the Regional Development Agency of
Centre-Val de Loire (Dev’Up). She is a recognised expert on smart specialisation
strategies, leading the operational implementation of the strategy in her region
and coordinating the Interreg Europe project Beyond EDP. Nathalie also manages,
for the Dev'up agency, five other European projects related to the smart
specialization strategy. She supports the economic actors of her region to seize
the opportunities offered by European programmes and coordinates the node of
the Enterprise Europe Network (EEN). Nathalie has an important activity on
widening the use of strategic intelligence and information-seeking methods, strategic analysis, within private
companies and organisation from the region Centre-Val de Loire. Nathalie holds an industrial applied PhD on
strategical information. She has a bachelor degree on technology watch and transfer.
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nathalie-boulanger-8b564722/
nathalie.boulanger@devup-centrevaldeloire.fr

Jan Sienkiewicz – ARRSA
Mr. Sienkiewicz works since 2005 in the regional development agency of BielskoBiala (ARRSA). Nowadays he has a top managerial position as proxi, attorney and
responsible of international projects. He has a MSc degree on energy and agroengineer by the University of Krakow. He complemented his postgraduate studies
in USA and Canada. He initiated his professional career in the private industry, as
sales manager in companies related to metal mechanics. In this moment he holds
several managerial positions in private companies and in a think tank.
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jan-sienkiewicz-6bb96a96/
jsienkiewicz@arrsa.pl

TITLE OF THE PANEL: Digital Transformation and Industry 4.0 - A holistic approach to the impact of
exponential technologies on society, economics, regulator and business model.
Abstract: Based on the citizens’ perception, the physical and virtual worlds are merging. Both interact, and
influence each other. Not only an opportunity, but also risk, as the usage of biased data and algorithms may
lead to ethical pitfalls and negative effects on society. A change in technology has a direct impact on
environment and society, for example the design of office-space, restaurants, commercial centers, traffic and
the development of the smart-city.
The cooperation between governments, private industry and universities has to ensure that developments stay
inside democracy and human benefit. For example, on the business side, employees request from their
employers that business behavior is aligned with their personal values. Holistic concepts, as the 400-year-old
Japanese business philosophy “Sanpo Yoshi” define a sustainable concept, creating an equilibrium between
company, customer and society as a whole. Internal functions as Ethics, Compliance or GRC ensure that such
concepts receive the required respect and lead to according actions.
PROPONENT: Felipe Dal Belo (University of São Paulo)
CHAIR: Felipe Dal Belo
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE: Industry 4.0
PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION):
 Felipe Nunes Dal Belo – Board Member, Professor and Lecturer (Industry 4.0) _ University of São
Paulo
 Patrick Henz – Committee Member Digital Reality Initiative
 Dra. Amada María Arley Orduña – Universidade - Complexity Science Center of UNAM

SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS:

Felipe Dal Belo: Felipe Dal Belo plays multiple functions in the Corporate as Sr. Advisor for Digital Governance,
Risks and Compliance at Kroll | Duff & Phelps, as well as Academic Professor and Board/ Committee Member
at University of Sao Paulo and other Business Schools.
Has worked as a Director and executive for 18 years in the sectors of Finance and Corporate Consulting,
Pharmaceuticals, Consumer Goods, Beverages & Food, IT & Telecommunications, and advisor working in the
areas of Governance, Risks & Compliance.
Acted as Vice President of Compliance for Telecom Italia (TIM - Italy and Brazil), was Compliance & Audit
Officer for The Coca-Cola Company (USA and LatAm), served at Johnson & Johnson as LatAm Business
Development Leader and developed projects for process improvement at Sanofi-Aventis.
PhD candidate in Artificial Intelligence and Data Science at USP, graduated from Harvard Business School,
Columbia University, Kellogg Management School, Fundação Dom Cabral, UNICAMP, FGV, IESE.
Member of the Scientific Council of (CRC-USP) Member of the Lab of Risks and Finances at FEA (USP), He acted
as Advisor for Grant Thornton, Guest Professor at Fundação Dom Cabral, Professor of the Discipline of Digital
Compliance at PUC-Campinas and coordinator of MBA courses.
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/felipe-dal-belo/

Patrick Henz: Patrick Henz started his career in Compliance at the end of 2007, becoming responsible for the
implementation of the Siemens Anti-Corruption program in Mexico and several Central American & Caribbean
countries. Together with these tasks, he gained valuable insights into global Compliance systems, with a focus
on Latin America. Since 2009, as Compliance Officer he is responsible for effective Compliance programs; based
on integrity, respect, passion & sustainability. With these means, he defines Governance, Risk & Compliance
(GRC) as pro-active function, being perceived as guardian, expert and facilitator. He is author of “Tomorrow’s
Business Ethics – Philip K. Dick vs. W. Edwards Deming” and committee member of the IEEE Digital Reality
Initiative.
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/patrick-henz-77467112/

Dr. Amada María Arley Orduña
Independent Consultant on Online Dispute Resolution & Artifitial Intelligence. Collaborator at the Complexity
Science Center of UNAM (C3) to design Technology Legal Projects. Collaborator of the Working Group for
ABA / NCTDRI / ICODIR ODR Project, of the National Center for Technology & Dispute Resolution and the
American Bar Association. Consulted by to the Secretariat of the Asia-Pacific Cooperation Fund (APEC).
External Consultant for the Federal Agency of Consumer Affairs. External Consultant for the Mexico City
Superior Tribunal of Justice (Tribunal Superior de Justicia de la Ciudad de México). Author of the book
"Beyond NAFTA, SPP, What is it and where are we going?" and "Basic Workshop Negotiation and Mediation"
Author of several articles in national and international journals.
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/amada-mar%C3%ADa-arley-ordu%C3%B1a-22932620/

TITLE OF THE PANEL: Triple Helix model of innovation addressing societal crises: building resilience in
regional innovation ecosystems
PROPONENT: Tecnológico de Monterrey , México
CHAIR: José Manuel Aguirre Guillen, Director of Strategic Alliances for Entrepreneurship at Tecnológico de
Monterrey, México
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE: The main objective of this panel is discussing some cases about how the local Triple
Helix reacted to the pandemic
PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION):


Dr Jorge Alberto Duran Encalada, Universidad de las Américas, Puebla, México
The Theoretical Framework of THA COVID-19 research Initiative: “Understanding the Triple Helix role
in front of COVID-19: a comparative analysis”.



Dr Antonio Andreoni, The Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose of the University College of
London
Case(Italy): Just Transformation project in Emilia-Romagna 2020" financed by EIT Climate KIC.



Dr David Güemes Castorena, Tecnológico de Monterrey, México
Case (México): Understanding the Triple Helix role in front of COVID-19: a comparative analysis”.



Dr Aline Figlioli, The Centre for Change, Entrepreneurship and Innovation Management (CENTRIM),
University of Brighton/UK
Case(Latam): Understanding the Triple Helix responses to COVID-19 global crisis: a comparative
analysis through the eyes of the science and technology parks in Latin America



Dr Claudia Olvera Herrera, Universidad Politécnica de Cataluña, Spain
Conclusions.

SHORT BIO AND PASSPORT-PHOTO OF CHAIR AND PANELISTS:
Chair:

José Manuel Aguirre Guillén currently serves as Director of Strategic Alliances for
Entrepreneurship at Tecnológico de Monterrey, where he oversees all international entrepreneurship
engagement initiatives. He manages the GEM México and previously was the Director of the Technology
Parks Network, where he managed the development of more than 20 tech parks in Mexico. He is an awarded
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Review of Industrial Economics and Policy.
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funded by DFID. He was co-PI for the two-year programme on Governing Financialisation, Innovation and
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technological innovation. Since 2005, he has been an evaluator and technical advisor of the National
Technology and Innovation Award. He is also an accredited evaluator for CONACYT projects and currently
belongs to level 1 of the National Research System. He has developed prospective planning systems for
regional development studies, implemented in several Mexican states since the implementation of the
Strategic Technological Observatory at ITESM in 2007.
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Dr Figlioli’s background includes working for universities, government, and intermediary organizations,
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She started her career with a degree in Economics and an MBA in Controlling and Finance and decided to
follow her passion around innovation policy and innovation management and dive into the research on the
perspectives of funding for technology parks in her Masters’ degree. She developed it further during her PhD,
focused on the financial sustainability of management organizations of technology parks, as a mix of
innovation policy and innovation management. Aline’s post-doc focused on the evolution of the modes of
entrepreneurial ecosystems builders, as, accelerators, innovation huns, fablabs and living labs.
She act, for more than 4 years, as the Head of Innovation of Goias State Government where she responsible
for the implementation of regional development policies through science, technology and innovation efforts.
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Dr Claudia Olvera is Project Coordinator of México of THA research initiative:
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Spain. She has a bachelor’s degree in Accounting and Finance, MBA in Family Business, a master´s degree in
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TITLE OF THE PANEL: Who should take the responsibility for bridging the gap between BIG DATA and
meeting societal challenges?
PROPONENT: The Big Data Association and the International Foundation Big Data and Artificial Intelligence
for Human Development - IFAB
CHAIR: Prof. Emanuela Todeva, Vice-President of the Triple helix Association, Professor of International
Business Strategy and Innovation
MAIN TOPIC/SCOPE: The panel will address the challenges of harnessing BIG DATA for social progress,
addressing sustainability targets, or meeting specific Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Speakers will
address the following questions:
- governance and management gaps surrounding BIG DATA;
- the Triple Helix actors mobilised behind the 4th industrial revolution and BIG DATA;
- how BIG DATA changes the world;
- how is BIG DATA shared in Europe and what difference does it make in terms of the leading European
projects of industrial transformation and single market cohesion, or dealing with the pandemic;
- the challenges for engineering and social sciences to advance their collaborative Responsible Research and
Innovation Strategies (RRI);
- how Triple Helix actors support sustainable development with BIG DATA and what are the missing links.
PANELISTS (NAME, SURNAME, AFFILIATION):
Prof. Patrizio Bianchi, Scientific Director, IFAB - International Foundation for Big Data and Artificial
Intelligence for Human Development
Prof. Antonio Zoccoli, President of INFN - National Institute for Nuclear Physics
Dr. Sanzio Bassini, CTO Director, Director of the CINECA Department Supercomputing Applications and
Innovation, CINECA
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Emanuela Todeva is Vice-President of the Triple helix Association, and Director of the
Research Centre for Business Clusters, Networks and Economic Development (BCNED).
Her interdisciplinary expertise lies in the field of Triple Helix (TH) governance and
intermediation; TH solutions for sustainable development and Innovation policy
implementation; TH engagement, co-alignment and co-creation and multi-stakeholder
practices; Business models for open innovation and industry/ market development;
Orchestration and eco-systems design. Professor Todeva has published a book on
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the challenges of Regional Innovation Systems, Innovation Policy Implementation,
Knowledge and Technology transfer, Science Parks and Incubators, University-Industry
partnerships – among others.
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ETP4HPC - European Technolgy Platform for High Performance Computing.
Project Leader of EuroHPC Leonardo Italian Pre-Exascale infrastructure project.
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